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The Aquatarium is an interactive

discovery-based learning center

located in the heart of the 1000

Islands and aims to inspire curiosity

in the region and all it has to offer.

Learn why the Aquatarium is the

perfect destination for your next

class trip. Welcoming school groups

year round, our hands-on, experiential

learning programs will be your students

highlight of the year. Each school year

the Aquatarium hosts hundreds of

students from across eastern Ontario,

upper New York State and the

Ottawa/Gatineau region. We are a

community based not-for-profit

organization helping teachers educate

their students in a unique and engaging

manner. Our educational exhibits and

programs offer a range of interactive

and experiential options that are

designed to meet Ontario Ministry of

Education curriculum standards.

Our education team of experienced

educators and volunteers will work

closely with you to ensure that

intended learning goals and curriculum

expectations are met.

From virtual to in-person workshops, the

Aquatarium has your educational needs

covered. 

For more information on any of these

programs contact the Education Team

at the Aquatarium (613- 342- 7946)

ext. 7011 or send us an email to

education@aquatarium.ca

We look forward to welcoming and

working with you and your students!

Inspire, Enrich, Experience

Discover a World of Learning
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Making real-world connections through observation, inquiry, & open class

discussions. 

Meet & greets with a variety of animals that live in and around the St. Lawrence River.

Inspires curiosity with experiential and interactive learning. 

Inspires students to take actions and protect wildlife. 

Benefits of participating in Educational Programming led by the Aquatarium: 

Aquatarium Educational Programming - At a Glance 

Self-Guided Field Trip - $8.00 per student (plus tax)

Explore all the Aquatarium has to offer at our own pace. Self-guided tours give your group

access to more than 100 hands-on exhibits and 70 species of live animals. Groups are

given an two hours to explore. Additional Add-On experiences are available.

In-Person Workshops - $6.00 per student (plus tax)

Delivered by our Aquatarium Educators, school workshops offer students with unique

and interactive opportunities to bring their learning to life! Additional add-on experiences

available. 

Classroom Virtual Tours - $50 per tour (plus tax)

Get ready for behind-the-scenes exploration, animal information, and educational

content. This tour runs for approximately 35 minutes. 

Virtual Workshops - $50 per workshop (plus tax)

Bringing the Aquatarium to the classroom in a safe and fun way. It’s like taking a field trip

without ever leaving the classroom, interactive and virtual, our programs feature cool

demonstrations, animal meet & greets, and fun hands-on activities.

Aquatarium Educational Programming
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Animal Presentations (available dependent on trip time): Touch Tank (10am), Beaver

Presentation (11am), Otter Presentation (11:30am), Herpetology (12pm) & Fish

Feeding (1:10pm)

Explore all the Aquatarium has to offer at your own pace. Self-guided field trips give your

group access to more than 100 hands-on exhibit and 70 species of live animals. Children

will have fun exploring, climbing, and being creative! 

Book Monday through Tuesday to have the building to yourself for the day! The Aquatarium

will only be open to your group during your timeframe to ensure your group feels safe and

safety precautions are put in place to limit public interaction. 

Book Wednesday through Friday when the Aquatarium is open to the public. Admittance

numbers are low to ensure social distancing and health precautions can be followed. 

Tour Layout: 

Minimum # of Students: 20

Student Cost: $8.00 plus tax per student

Supervisor Ratio: (any additional supervisors will be charged general admission  $19.99)

     Grades PreK - 3 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 5 students

     Grades 4 - 8 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 10 students 

     Grade 9 - 12 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 20 students

Time: 4 1/2 hour time window, Self-Guided Field Trip is 2 hours in length. 

Availability: Monday through Friday 

Groups have a 9:30am-2:00pm window for arrival and departure. Self-Guided Field
Trips are 2 hours, extra time has been given for additional add-on experiences, see

page 8 for more information! 

Self-Guided Field Trip

BOOK N
OW

!
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In-Person AQ Workshops
All of our Classroom Workshops are linked to the Ontario's Ministry of Education Science

and Technology curriculum. Led by our educators, students will complete an interactive

workshop that will encourage open class discussions, inquiry-based learning and real-

world connections. Classroom Workshops are 40-50 minutes in duration. 

Just Keep Swimming: Observing Fish Behaviour (Best Suited: Gr. 1-2) 

Feeding, hiding, and swimming are just a few behaviours we will be observing in this

workshop! Come learn the importance of observing animal behaviour and how we can put

this information to good use! 

Survival of the Adapted (Best Suited: Gr. 1-4) 

Razor sharp teeth and webbed feet! Come investigate the ways in which a variety of

animals at the Aquatarium adapt to their environment and/or make changes to their

environment to survive. Students will work together in small groups as they complete

stations that further their knowledge on different adaptations. 

Sail Away with Me: Simple Machines (Best Suited: Gr. 2-3) 

Ahoy Mates, come on this sailing adventure as we investigate the ships and boats in the

Aquatarium that contain mechanisms that include simple machines and enable

movement. Students' knowledge will be put to the test they design their very own boat!

Backyard Biodiversity: (Best Suited: Gr. 4-6) 

One, Two, Three, and More! The Aquatarium needs your help in tracking the biodiversity

we have within our exhibits. Come learn the importance of a balanced ecosystem and the

interrelationship among animals!

BOOK N
OW
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In-Person AQ Workshops
Power of Water (Best Suited: Gr. 5-6) 

Can you manipulate water currents to do what you want? Come explore the Aquatarium

Power of Water exhibit as students participate in a series of challenges and learn about

the St. Lawrence Seaway and Lost Villages. 

Workshop Layout: 

Includes:  Hands-on workshop by an Educator

Minimum number of students: 20

Maximum number of students: will be discussed as a case-by-case situation

Cost: $6.00 plus tax per student

Supervisor Ratio: 

     Grades PreK - 3 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 5 students

     Grades 4 - 8 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 10 students 

Time: approximately 40-50 minutes 

Availability: Monday through Friday (December - end of June)

                         Arrival 9:30am - Departure 11:00am

     

Note: While participating in your workshop at the Aquatarium, take a look at our

Additional Add-On experiences on Page 8 to extend your visit! 

BOOK N
OW

!
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Additional Add-Ons

for In-Person Programming
Want to extend your time at the Aquatarium? 

Come explore some of our add-on experiences. 

 

Self-Explore - $4.00 (plus tax) per student. 

Extend your workshop by an hour by adding this self explore time to your visit! Self-

explore gives your group access to more than 100 hands-on exhibits and 70 species of

live animals. 

Ropes Course - $8 per participant (plus tax) minimum of 1 supervisor per group of 8)

Test your balance and coordination skills on the AQ ropes course. Students will have 45

minutes to experience the Ropes Course and the Aqua Drop. Children aged 5 and up are

welcome to try! Waiver forms must be completed for each child in order to participate,

prior to visit.

Guided Tour - $50 (plus tax) per group of 12 (minimum 2 adult & 10 children)

Experience the Aquatarium through a guided tour by one of our amazing tour guides.

Groups will get the inside scoop about the rich history of the St. Lawrence River and

surrounding area. Tour will run for 45 minutes and groups will be given time for self-

explore. 

Above the Tanks Tour - $2.00 (plus tax) per participant. Group sizes of 6 (minimum 1

adult & 5 children)

Go where no children have been before! Go behind the scenes with our Aquarists to

experience what it takes to take care of our fishy friends. Students will go on a mini tour

above our Lake, River, and Shore tanks. 

BOOK N
OW

!
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Geologist for the Day: How Fossils are Made

Interactive game that demonstrates the process of fossilization. Guests use a

spinning wheel (and their imagination) to speed up time and watch layers of soil,

rocks, sediment and other natural materials cover objects, mineralize them and,

after at least 10,000 years, become fossils. Samples of local fossils and

minerals are available to examine as well.

Zoologist for the Day: Busy Beavers

Take an in-depth look at the features that have made beavers so resilient to our

Canadian climate. Guests will have a chance to see and feel actual samples

and/or replicas of beaver teeth, fur, their webbed feet, semi-opposable fingers

and even their poop.

Herpetologist for the Day: All About Gray Ratsnakes (available in April 2022)

Learn about the features, lifecycle, habitat and importance of Gray Ratsnakes in

Eastern Ontario through a fun interactive question and answer game of Tic-Tac-

Toe.

Meet & Greets - $20 (plus tax) per classroom. 

Say hello to some animals that call AQ home! Students will get an up close and personal

meet and greet with a few of our animal ambassadors that live in Herpetology Hallway.

Join us for this 15-20 minute experience. 

Curiosity Carts - $30 (plus tax) per classroom

Each cart includes a 30 minute presentation and take home activities.

Cart Options: 

BOOK N
OW

!
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Guidelines for In-Person Programming

take turns watching the animals;

keep voices low near animal habitats;

walk rather than run; 

keep food and other objects out of animal areas;

deposit unwanted items into the trash; 

follow all COVID-19 protocols.

Respect our animals, the Aquatarium facility, other visitors and our staff. 

Please remind students to: 

Encourage curiosity and exploration. 

Help your students learn and explore by asking questions that keep them involved;

responding positively to their answers and ideas; and encouraging them to learn by

observing.

Keep students focused. 

Make sure students are participating in activities and gently redirect them if they are

having trouble focusing. 

Be prepared. 

Before arriving at the Aquatarium, make groups and assign a chaperone to each. Ensure

chaperone has a list of group members in order to ensure no students wander off. 

Have fun. 

We are very happy to have you join us in one or more of our educational programs. Use

this opportunity to ask questions, be creative, and explore.
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Supervisor Ratio
What is the ratio of supervisors to students? 

Grades PreK - 3 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 5 students

Grades 4 - 8 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 10 students 

Grade 9 - 12 requires 1 supervisor (admitted free) per 20 students

Adult supervisors within the above noted ratios are free of charge, additional

supervisors will be charged (see pricing below). 

Tickets
Is there a minimum group size?

The minimum group size under the school rate is 20 students. 

May I purchase additional tickets at the school group rate for additional

supervisors?

No. The school group rate does not apply for additional tickets. Our pricing is based on

the amount of kids registered and the required supervision ratio. Any extra adult

tickets cost $19.99. Admission fees are waived for a support person accompanying a

student with a disability.

Lunches
Can we eat lunch on the facility?

The Aquatarium allows groups to experience a picnic style lunch with the fish in our

Lighthouse Theatre. Please let the Aquatarium Education Coordinator

(education@aquatarium.ca) know if your group will be eating lunch at our facility.

COVID-19 Policy
*We will follow all updated COVID-19 Regulations.

Are participants required to wear masks? 

Visitors are encouraged to wear masks but they are not required.

FAQ for In-Person Programming
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Hand sanitizer at entry and between exhibits.

Extra sanitizing staff working. 

Visitors are encouraged to wear masks but they are not required.

Book Monday through Tuesday to have the building to yourself for the day! The

Aquatarium will only be open to your group during your timeframe to ensure your

group feels safe and safety precautions are put in place to limit public interaction. 

Book Wednesday through Friday when the Aquatarium is open to the public.

Admittance numbers are low to ensure social distancing and health precautions

can be followed. 

What is the Aquatarium COVID-19 screening questions?

All visitors will be asked the following questions. Answering yes to any of these

questions will, unfortunately, disqualify you from entering the building due to covid

safety protocols: 

Do you or someone in your household have tested positive for Covid-19?

• Have you or someone in your household been out of the country (Including the USA)

within the last 14 days?

• In the last 14 days have you or someone in your household been in close contact with

someone who tested positive for Covid-19?

• Are you experiencing any signs of symptoms that can not be attributed to another

health condition? (chills, cough, etc.) 

If you answer YES to any of the above questions you will be asked to exit the building

and contact your health care provider.

What is the Aquatarium COVID-19 Safety Precautions for school visits? 

The Aquatarium is working hard to offer our customers a safe and socially distanced

experience. 

Stay updated by checking our COVID-19 Response Plan

12
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Parking 

Where can we park? 

Parking is located at the Flint street parking lot on the north side of the building and

inside the indoor parking garage. Please see parking meters to pay for parking pass -

$2.00 per hour. 

Where can the bus park? 

Bus parking available at South end of Kincaid Street. These is NO bus parking on Broad

Street, Flint Street, or St. Andrews Street. Buses can drop off and pick up there, but

will not be permitted to park. 

Gift Shop
Can participants purchase items from the giftshop? 

Please let the Aquatarium Education Coordinator (education@aquatarium.ca) know if

you students are interested in purchasing items at the Gift Shop. Purchases can also

be done online at https://aquatarium-store.myshopify.com/. 
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The AQ Behind-The-Scenes Adventure is the perfect opportunity for teachers and

classrooms! 

Get ready for behind-the-scenes exploration, animal information, and educational

content relevant for school-aged kids from kindergarten through grade 6. Learn how the

AQ operates and how we take care of our animals with our friend Oscar the Otter. PLUS, a

LIVE interaction with one of our on-site Aquarists to answer all of your AQ questions! 

Tour Layout: 

Platform: Zoom

Cost: $50.00 plus tax per classroom

Time: approximately 35 minutes 

Availability: Monday to Tuesday 9:30am

                                                                     10:30am 

                                                                     11:30am

                                                                      1:00pm

 

Classroom Virtual Tours
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All of our Virtual Classroom Workshops are linked to the Ontario's Ministry of Education

Science and Technology curriculum. Students will gain a strong understanding of life

systems through fun, hands-on activities, while making connections to the world around

them with the specific regard to the St. Lawrence River and surrounding area. 

Bare Necessities: Basic Needs of Living Things (Best Suited: Gr. 1) 

For many of us, we all want a pet animal that we can play with and care for. But what does

it mean to care for an animal? What can we do to keep an animal alive and happy? Join us

for a virtual workshop where we learn about the basic needs of living things through

discussion and real-life examples. Students will put their knowledge to the test as they

become "pet owners" for the day! 

River Safari: Classifying Organisms (Best Suited: Gr 1-2) 

Grab your binoculars, we are going on an adventure to seek for the Big Five: Mammals,

Fish, Birds, Reptiles, and Amphibians! Students will help our mascot, Oscar the Otter as

he sorts animals that he found into different classification categories. 

Home Sweet Habitat: Exploring Habitats and Stewardship (Best Suited: Gr 1-4)

There's no place like home! Come explore the components of habitats and stewardship

as we dive into the natural habitats of our St. Lawrence region and discover how the

Aquatarium has replicated these amazing environments. 

What's on the Menu: Animal Nutrition (Best Suited: Gr. 3-4) 

Somethings cooking in the kitchen, come learn about what the Aquatarium is serving! In

this workshop, we will be exploring animal diets as we compare the diet of Justin the

Beaver and our otters Brock and Oliver!

Virtual Classroom Workshops

BOOK N
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Species SOS (Best Suited: Gr. 4-6)

SOS, wildlife needs your help! In this interactive workshop your students will be

introduced to a variety of threatened and endangered species.  Learn about the

pressures each animal faces and what we can do to protect Species at Risk!

These workshops are designed to allow teachers to insert them into their curriculum at

their own pace. Once booked, material will be available via Google Drive for 2 weeks. 

Workshop Layout:  

Includes: Teacher Resource Booklet (Get to know the AQ, Pre-Workshop Activities,  and

Post-Workshop Activities) PLUS, a Pre-Recorded Presentation done by the Education

and Husbandry Team. 

Platform: Google Drive 

Cost: $50.00 plus tax per classroom

Time: approximately 15-25 minutes (Pre-Recorded Presentation)

Availability: December - end of June

 

Virtual Classroom Workshops
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Additional Add-Ons 

for Virtual Programming
Come explore some of our add-on experiences. 

 

Meet & Greets - $20 (plus tax) per classroom. 

Say hello to some animals that call AQ home! Students will get an up close and personal

meet and greet with a few of our animal ambassadors that live in Herpetology Hallway.

Join us for this 15-20 minute experience. 

BOOK N
OW
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Guidelines for Virtual Programming

When on video conferencing, ensure mic is turned off unless called upon to speak. 

Ensure appropriate and respectful language is used when communicating to

Aquatarium staff members. 

Be on time for scheduled video conferencing presentations. 

Respect our animals and our staff

Encourage curiosity and exploration. 

Help your students learn and explore by asking questions that keep them involved;

responding positively to their answers and ideas; and encouraging them to learn by

observing.

Keep students focused. 

Make sure students are participating in activities and gently redirect them if they are

having trouble focusing. 

Have fun. 

We are very happy to have you join us in one or more of our educational programs. Use

this opportunity to ask questions, be creative, and explore.
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Video Conferencing

What platform does the Aquatarium use to video conference? 

At the Aquatarium, we use Zoom for our video conferencing. Please communicate with

your Aquatarium representative if another platform is preferred. 

Workshops

How are workshop packages shared? 

The Aquatarium Education Coordinator will email you a link to a Google Drive Folder

that will house your Teacher Resource Package, video content, and will be a location

where you can share photos with us. 

How long do we have access to Google Drive? 

Workshop packages and video content will be available to the group leader for 2

weeks once purchased. 

Gift Shop
Can participants purchase items from the giftshop? 

Purchases can be done online at https://aquatarium-store.myshopify.com/. 

20

FAQ for Virtual Programming


